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45360 Hodgins Avenue 604-795-4660
info@chilliwackhospice.org www.chilliwackhospice.org

Mission Statement: 
Chilliwack Hospice is a community based volunteer organization which accepts death as part of life. 

We support individuals and families during the dying and grieving process.

13th Annual
NOVEMBER Night Gala

An Evening
Under the Big Top

For Tickets and Information, call 604-795-4660 or visit 45360 Hodgins Ave.

save t
he date

November 5, 2016 - Squiala Hall 

Welcome Sue Attrill
Chilliwack Hospice Society is excited to welcome Sue Attrill, our new 
Executive Director, effective October 3, 2016.  Sue has over 35 years of 
solid business experience.  She started her career with BC Telephone 
Company and retired as a Senior Manager in 2004.  She went on to run 
the Chilliwack Chamber of Commerce as CEO for several years.  In 
2008, Sue was elected to Chilliwack City Council and continues in that 
position currently.  Sue has been extremely involved in our community 
and has volunteered on dozens of Boards including Fraser Valley Health 
Care Foundation, Chilliwack Cultural Centre Society, and The Chilliwack 
Agricultural Commission.   She is a Past President of the Chilliwack Mt. 
Cheam Rotary Club.  Sue has two beautiful grown daughters, Melody 
and Haley Attrill.   In her spare time Sue enjoys watercolor painting and 
cooking for friends.  “I am thrilled to be joining the Chilliwack Hospice Society,” says Sue, “and I’m 
looking forward to working with the Board of Directors, Volunteers and the entire Hospice Team!”
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Why a Group Just for Children?

“We began running Children’s Grief Support 
groups in 2008,” says Lucy Fraser, Director 
of Programs.  “Our intention in starting this 
group was to provide a safe and fun place 
for children to come to where death would 
be normalized. In our groups, we don’t 
distinguish among different types of losses 
or how such losses have taken place. We 
present death from any cause as being sad 
and yet normal at the same time. “

Often people who come to the building 
during the children’s group are surprised to 
hear the laughter of the children. Children 
are sometimes referred to as the ‘forgotten 
mourners’ as they may try to protect parents/
guardians from further suffering after a 
death: their grieving process gets put on the 
back burner while other family members 
grieve. 

“Our group is based on an expressive arts 
model,” Lucy tells us, “which gives the 
children a chance to work on art projects  and 
learn that it is okay to have some fun.”

Children’s Grief Support Group
This year, the Chilliwack Hospice Children’s Grief Support Group was held Mondays from May 30th - July 18th.  
It was an eight week program with the group consisting, at its maximum, of 42 children ranging in age from 
4 - 15.  They “graduated” July 18th and all received certificates honouring the special gifts each brought to the 
group.  We were supported in running this group by over 20 volunteers who gave of their time, providing 1-1 
support, facilitating small groups and participating in debriefing sessions.  Volunteers also provided snacks, 
brought games and picked up supplies.  Our heartfelt thanks to all of you! 

Horse Whisperer Grief Camp
This year’s Horse Whisperer Grief Camp was held on a 
very rainy Saturday, September 17th, but the weather 
didn’t dampen the spirits of everyone involved.  25 children  and youth spent the 
day with volunteers and staff of Chilliwack Hospice Society, learning about horses 
and talking about grief and loss.  Many thanks to everyone who donated food, drinks, 
tents, and time to host this amazing event.
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Chilliwack Hospice Society proudly celebrated the amazing 
contribution of its volunteers with another fantastic Volunteer 
Appreciation evening on April 14, 2016. With entertainment 
from MC Cliff Prang and the F.G. Leary Brio Choir, delicious food, 
and a fun interactive movent with Lucy Fraser (see above!), a 
fantastic evening was had by all!

Chilliwack Hospice Society  was 
thrilled to nominate Vicki Robinson, 
Verna Harron and Shirley Downie 
for the Ann Davis ‘Bread and Roses’ 
award.  This award is presented to a 
woman in the community who goes 
above and beyond to volunteer and 
support others (and these three 
amazing Hospice volunteers more 
than meet that criteria).  
Here are the ladies at the ceremony 
lunch on April 13th.

On September 14, 2016, Chilliwack Hospice Society 
hosted its annual Volunteer Garden Party ‘with a twist’.  
Held at Taps Ins Putting Course at Cultus Lake, more 
than 50 volunteers joined us for a fun-filled evening of 
golf, hot dogs and dilly bars!



Kid’s Shopping Day

Chilliwack Hospice Thrifty Boutique
260-45428 Luckakuck Way 604-846-2226

Store Hours:  Monday - Saturday, 9:30 - 5:00
Donation Drop Off Hours: Monday -Saturday, 9:30 - 4:30 

Want to be Part of the Fun?
Thrifty Boutique Volunteers 

Needed!
Four hours a week gives you the 
opportunity to make connections, 

and help at our store.
For more info please call Sandy at 

604-846-2226.

Here’s a sampling of some of Thrifty Boutique’s
 recent events.  Be sure to like us on Facebook so 
you don’t miss out on the fun..and the great deals!

Mother’s Day Tea Painting Day
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Kids’ Shopping Day

Season Change Over Event
October 6, 2016

Doors Open:  5pm - 8pm
Snacks, prizes, discounts

COMING UP:
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Chilliwack Hospice Society’s community support comes in many forms – volunteer hours, financial pledges… and an unbelievable 
(and unpredictable!) variety of clothing, furniture, ornaments, and myriad other items that are donated by local residents to be sold at 
our Thrifty Boutique. Staffed by a small team of managers and coordinators, plus an army of dedicated volunteers, the Thrifty Boutique 
is an energetic, fun-filled environment that, as Wilma Warner says, is more than your average thrift store. 

“I started volunteering here about 2 months after the Thrifty Boutique opened about 5 years ago” Wilma tells us, “and it’s been a great 
experience. I look after all the décor, working 2 mornings a week and whenever I need to work, and I just love it. It’s definitely its own 
family.” 

And just like in a family, everybody at the Thrifty Boutique has their own 
responsibilities and personality; an observation reinforced by John Pace… “I 
heard you ask Wilma what she does around here… and well for me, I bust things 
and I fix things!” he laughs. “I’m the muscle!”  John is the Thrifty Boutique’s 
resident repairman… and to some extent its comedian. “I used to come in here 
and buy CDs and look around, and I got to know a few people. And I wanted 
to contribute back to the community, so I got to know a bit about Hospice and 
thought ‘well this is a good spot’, so that’s why I started volunteering here. It’s 
the best thing I ever did.” 

As with everything Hospice, this fun and informal environment gives volunteers 
the opportunity to connect with their customers in a more meaningful, and often 
touching way. “We have a lot of fun with the customers” Carol Adams, another 
Thrifty Boutique volunteer tells us. “They like to participate in our conversations 
and get in on it and joke along with us when we’re doing something silly. But 
on the other side of that we get some people that will come in and be paying 
for something, and tell us it reminds them of their son or husband, and maybe 
they go on to tell us some stories, little things like that. You get a real personal 
touch with it.” 

And with such a huge variety of donations making their way to the Thrifty 
Boutique, there’s always the chance you’ll end up confronted with a surprise 
item… quite possibly to be foisted upon unsuspecting visitors that show up to interview volunteers (“we saved a big bag full of bras for 
you to fold!”). This also means, however, that the Thrifty Boutique has a mysterious knack for fulfilling everybody’s retail needs – as 
one particularly poignant story from Carol reveals.

“Last year, a mother and daughter came in. They were looking for a dress for her to wear for a date, and you know, $10 was more than 
they wanted to spend. And this daughter was just a little thing, so we looked through the stuff out on the store floor, and I went into the 
back and Stephanie helped me find a couple of little dresses. We took them out there and they were just so happy - I think the mom was 
in tears. And that happens quite a bit, in that you really feel like you helped somebody. I get all choked up talking about it!”

Combine this positive impact on customers, the enthusiastic volunteers and staff, and the intimate and friendly atmosphere, and 
you’ve got a true hidden jewel in the community. And with the financial contribution that it makes to Chilliwack Hospice Society, the 
Thrifty Boutique is more than just a little store where you can pick up a great deal. It’s a crucial part of our organization, a place that 

is close to the hearts of a fantastic bunch of people, and as John’s 
conclusions highlight, a space where you can give something 
back, gain personal fulfilment, and have fun all at the same time.

“With volunteering at the Thrifty Boutique, it’s the feeling 
that you have, that I have, that it took so long in life to get into 
something you’re doing that is actually worthwhile. The rest of 
the time you’re doing stuff so can pay your rent, put your kids 
through school, buy golf clubs, you know what I mean? With this 
you’re doing something for somebody else, and it’s just fantastic. 
I hate to say it too many times, but it’s the best job I’ve ever had. 
And all the people are here for the same reason. It’s a truly great 
environment.”

Carol Adams

Carol &Thrift Store Coordinator Stephanie Heinrich



Hospice Film series - 
That’s a wrap!

  
On June 14th, we screened the last movie in 

our 2016 Hospice Film Series.  In total, 6 films 
were shown with a total attendence of 633 

people!  Thank you to everyone for supporting 
the films and a special thanks to Cottonwood 
4 Cinemas for hosting.  Watch  for the 2017 

Hospice Film Series listing coming out soon.On April 21, 2016, the Chilliwack Hospice Society, in 
partnership with Stó:lo Nation Health Services, Dignity 
Woodlawn, Henderson’s and First Memorial Homes, Fraser 
Health, Aboriginal Health, Sumas First Nation, and Aboriginal 
Child and Youth Mental Health, successfully hosted the 3rd 
annual Journey Forward workshop. Designed for front line professionals and community members, workshop 
participants were provided with information and resources about how to help children, teens and families 
to become trauma-informed and practical tools to support children, youth and families about grief and loss.   
Above: Journey Forward Keynote Speaker Angelo Rea speaks with Sumas First Nation Elder, Dr. Ray Silver.

Chilliwack Hospice Society would like to offer 
our heartfelt thanks to the ongoing support 
received from the Chilliwack Quilter’s Guild 
and the Chilliwack Peacemaker’s Quilting 
Guild.  In the past two months alone, over 40 
quilts have been made and donated for use by 
our Cascade Hospice patients.  

Your generosity and dedication is greatly 
appreciated!

Special thanks to Dorothy Watson 
of Langley, B.C. who donated 
18 crocheted quilts to Cascade 
Hospice!
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Here and There...



Congratulations Lisa and Kevin!

Chilliwack Hospice Society was honoured to host the 
wedding of Lisa Gulak and Kevin Friesen. Lisa, one of our 
Client and Patient volunteers, chose to have the wedding in 
our Rotary Hospice Centre! We wish all the best for Lisa and 
Kevin.  
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S
13th Annual November Night GALA 

Saturday, November 5 
Step right up!  Our biggest fundraising event of the year is bound to be an extravaganza of fun 

as we celebrate ‘An Evening Under the Big Top’.  

Celebrate A Life
December 1st - 22nd

We invite you to remember a loved one by writing their name on a butterfly and placing it on our Memorial Tree. 
Trees are set up at Minter Country Gardens and the Thrifty Boutique. You may also write a special message in our Memorial Book.

Thrifty Boutique Season Change Over Event 
Thursday, October 6   ̴    5pm - 8pm

The store will be closed all day on Thursday with doors re-opening at 5pm.    
There will be light snacks, prizes and huge discounts.  Hope to see you there!

Chilliwack Hospice Society would like to thank everyone who came out 
to Murray Honda to enjoy a hot dog, a drink, and to make a donation.  
Special thanks, as well,  to all of the volunteers who helped make this 
event a success!

Want to keep up-to-date on all of our events at CHS and Thrifty 
Boutique? Join our email list and like us on  Facebook!
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Board Of Directors

Darlene Koller 
President 

 
Ken Hendsbee 
Vice-President 

 
Jeannine Walsh 

Treasurer 

Andrew Zacharias 
Secretary

 
Jesse Dunning

Shawn Plummer 
Ryan Huston 

Vangie Armstrong
Directors

 
Sharon Gaetz 

Honorary Board Member

Staff

Sue Attrill 
Executive Director

Lucy Fraser  
Director of Programs

Tammy Genzale 
Business Adminstrator 

Jennifer Dacre 
Palliative Services Coordinator 

 
Sandy Parker 

Event & Fundraising Coordinator/ 
Thrifty Boutique Manager 

Stephanie Heinrich 
Thrifty Boutique Coordinator/ 

Volunteer Events Administrator 

Ian Kunitski 
Administrator

Bonnie Yule
Shirley Downie
Susan Greenway
Thrifty Boutique 

Assistant Coordinators

Donations made in honour and memory of loved 
ones from  April 2016 - September 2016

• Barbara Fetterly
• Bella
• Beryl Bickley
• Brian Joyce
• Carol Boyes
• David McBride
• Don Major
• Dr. David Klassen
• Eamonn
• Elizabeth Tuytel
• Eunice Baxter
• Florence M. Wick

• Frank Blosser
• George Grant
• Greta King
• Jack Klassen
• Josie Jackson
• Ken Alendal
• Laverne Pare
• Liane Hoogenraad
• Margaret Craig
• Maria Blake
• Mark Schiller
• Michael Dunn

• Mr. Stewart 
• Nick Lang
• Rene Gratton
• Sarah Isobel Peters
• Sharon Christian
• William Jackson

 

• Martha Melissen
Donations made in honour of 

Thank You
• Everyone who generously donated snacks and 
drinks for the Children’s Grief group
• Street Hope for supplying paint and their time for 
Thrifty Boutique’s ‘Painting Day’
• Debbie Carling for donating her time for Thrifty 
Boutique’s ‘Painting Day’
• Mel and Martha Melissen for creating and 
painting a handicap parking spot sign on the 
driveway at the Hospice Center 
• Bruce from Rainbow Country Irrigation for 
helping with our irrigation system
• Brian from Dairy Queen for donating dilly bars 
for our Tap Ins Volunteer party
• Everyone who generously donated snacks and 
drinks for the Horse Whisper Grief Camp
• Highroad Academy students for volunteering 
for a day at Thrifty Boutique 

Steve Elliot, a local Elvis 
impersonator, stopped by Cascade 
Hospice on Saturday June 18th 
and treated the clients, staff and 
volunteers to a two hour show.  


