Chilliwack Hospice Society News: January 2017
45360 Hodgins Avenue
604-795-4660
info@chilliwackhospice.orgwww.chilliwackhospice.org
Mission Statement:

Chilliwack Hospice is a community based volunteer organization which accepts death as part of life.
We support individuals and families during the dying and grieving process.

Happy New Year!
Looking forward to a great 2017
With the New Year upon us, it is my great pleasure to extend our heartfelt best wishes to all of you and to say
thank you for all of your efforts over the past year. 2016 saw some challenges for Chilliwack Hospice Society
with staff changes and departures but thanks to the help of our volunteers, we thrived.
I joined Hospice in October and jumped right into the planning for the Gala in November. I am loving my new
position and have become very aware and grateful for the amazing staff and volunteers we have. What a
team! Without them I would have been lost.
2017 promises to be a year of many exciting events and changes for us. Our 6th annual Hoedown for Hospice
is fast approaching on March the 4th. We are well under way to making it our best Hoedown ever.
We will continue to offer our programs and services at no cost and are hoping to expand into some new
programs this year. As our population grows so do the needs in the community so we are making plans to stay
ahead of that need.
We have already started planning for our Gala that will be held on September 16th. Our Theme is Moulin
Rouge which will be so much fun and very glamorous! We have moved this event to the Sports Landing Centre
(AG Rec Centre on Spadina) so we can expand our auction and increase attendance to approximately 350
guests. Mark your calendars now so you won’t miss it.
Of course, none of this would be possible without the ongoing support of our outstanding volunteers. Your
compassion and dedication are what makes Chilliwack Hospice Society the warm, loving and vital place that
it is.
On behalf of all the Staff and Board of Directors of Chilliwack
Hospice Society, we wish you all a Happy New Year

and look forward to a fantastic 2017.
Sincerely,
Sue Attrill
Executive Director
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Volunteers Wanted
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Chilliwack Hospice Society’s sixth annual Hometown Hoedown is
happening on March 4th. We are looking for volunteers to help
with all aspects of the event including silent auction items, set up,
tear down and, of course, at the big event itself.
If you are interested in being part of a fun and exciting event,
please email Sue Attrill at sue@chilliwackhospice.org.
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An Evening
Under the Big Top

Chilliwack Hospice Society hosted their 13th annual November Night Gala on November 5th, 2016. This year’s
theme was An Evening Under the Big Top and the spectacularly decorated hall featured a midway complete with
clowns, jugglers, and the chance to win a stuffed animal at one of two circus games. There was also a soda shop,
popcorn, candy floss and acrobats hanging upside down from the ceiling while pouring wine for our guests! Further
entertainment included live and silent auctions, magician/Illusionist Matt Johnson and of course, our famous dessert
dash. Gala coordinator Sandy Parker’s sixteen year old niece Brenna Parker wowed the
crowd on the piano during dinner and Hospice volunteer Emee Wenk was featured in a
heartwarming video.
In total, we raised over $86,000 to go towards Chilliwack Hospice Society’s
programs and services.
Thank you to MC’s Kevin Gemmell and Kirk Dzaman, who kept us all entertained and on
our toes, to all of our sponsors and donors and to everyone who attended and supported
the event.
And, of course, none of it would have been possible without the help of our Hospice
volunteers who, alongside the seemingly tireless Sandy Parker, contributed countless
hours in ensuring that this year’s Gala was a huge success. Thank you!
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Chilliwack Hospice Society hosted a Christmas
Open House for our volunteers on December 8th.
With lots of yummy food, tasty hot apple cider
and ugly sweaters galore,
it was a fun way to kick
off the holiday season.

Christmas Cheer

Cascade Hospice patients, staff and nurses
were treated to 3 separate evenings of caroling
that brought smiles and joy to everyone.
Heartfelt thanks to Britany Waslen and
friends, the Chilliwack Harmony Chorus and
Promontory Sparks and Brownies.
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Chilliwack Hospice Thrifty Boutique
260-45428 Luckakuck Way
Store Hours: 
Donation Drop Off Hours:

604-846-2226
Monday - Saturday, 9:30 - 5:00
Monday -Saturday, 9:30 - 4:30

Here’s a sampling of some of Thrifty Boutique’s
recent events. Be sure to like us on Facebook so
you don’t miss out on the fun..and the great deals!
Kid’s

Kids Christmas Shopping Day

Want to be Part of the Fun?
Thrifty Boutique Volunteers
Needed!
COMING UP:

Season Changeover Event

Thrifty Boutique’s
7th annual
Anniversary Sale

January 31st

Four hours a week gives you the
opportunity to make connections,
and help at our store.
For more info please call Sandy at
604-846-2226.
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Celebrate a Life
Chilliwack Hospice Society had
trees set up at Minter Country
Garden and Thrifty Boutique
from December 1st to 23rd.
People were invited to write a
message to a loved one on a vellum
butterfly and hang it on the tree.
Warm thanks to Hospice
volunteers who contributed over
240 hours of time at Minter
Country Garden helping with this
wonderful event.

First Step Grief Support Group

Chilliwack Hospice Society held its third
First Step Grief Support Group in 2016 from
October 25th to December 13th. This eight
week program is facilitated by Jennifer
Dacre alongside Hospice volunteers and
gives those who are grieving a chance to
share their stories and connect with others in
an informal and safe environment.
Next session starts on March 8, 2017.

Annual Memorial
Celebration

Chilliwack Hospice Society held
its annual Memorial Celebration
on November 16th at Vineyard
Community Centre.
This special
celebration is a chance for those who
have lost a loved one to come reflect
and remember in the company of
others.
It was a beautiful evening, made even
more special by guest speaker and
Hospice volunteer, Emee Wenk.
Thank you to everyone who attended
and to all the volunteers who helped
make this evening special.

Teen Grief Peer Support Training
The Teen Grief Peer Support Training is a 20 hour course for students in grades 11 and 12 who are interested
in learning more about grief and loss and how
to support their friends and families when
faced with sickness and death. The students
who participate are typically those who
have indicated an interest in health sciences,
counselling or the medical fields; they have to
apply through the Work Experience programs
at the high schools.
This year’s group was always energetic,
engaged and talkative; they loved to explore
the taboo topics and worked to understand why
conversation about death and dying is so often
“off-limits”. It was a treat to work with them
and we are happy they chose to check out our
programs.
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Now we’re cooking!
Chilliwack Hospice Society received a grant to run a
cooking program for seniors who are bereaved. The
purpose of the program is to provide bereavement
support in a fun and relaxing environment.
So far, we have held 3 events throughout the Fraser
Valley community. The program has been very well
received and we look forward to continuing
with it in the New Year.

Volunteers are the heart and soul of the
Chilliwack Hospice Society. Without the
time, dedication and compassion of our
volunteers, we would not be able to provide
all the valuable programs and services that
we offer to our community.

Thank you Chilliwack Hospice Volunteers for
contributing over 21,000 hours of time in 2016!
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Staff Changes
Good luck Shirley!

Chilliwack Hospice Society would like to wish
Shirley Downie and her husband, Roy, good luck in their new home in 100 Mile
House. Shirley worked at the Thrifty Boutique as an Assistant Coordinator and has
been a big part of Chilliwack Hospice for many years. She was an integral part of
our vigil and 1:1 support volunteer teams, regularly ‘dropping everything’ to answer
the call for end of life support for individuals and families. Shirley’s dedication knew
no bounds. We wish her luck in her new town. We’ll miss you, Shirley!

Welcome Laurie!

Chilliwack Hospice Society is thrilled to welcome Laurie McNaught to our
team. Laurie will be taking on the role of Fundraising and Promotions Coordinator. She has a background in
Customer Service and Sales, working in the Travel Industry for many years, with Canadian Airlines and Air
Canada. Although Laurie grew up in Northern BC, she now enjoys living
in beautiful Chilliwack, raising her family here during the past 15 years.
She has always been a very active member of the Community, working as
the Office Administrator for the Canadian Hard of Hearing Association –
BC Chapter, Children’s Director at Promontory Ministries, Membership
Coordinator at Economic Development Association of BC, and most
recently in Community Inclusion Services with the Chilliwack Society
for Community Living. Laurie has two wonderful children; Carter, who
is attending McGill University and Jenna, who is currently living here in
Chilliwack. Laurie has a true love of the great outdoors and feels blessed to
be living in an area with such incredible natural beauty. Laurie is excited to
be a member of the Hospice Team, and she looks forward to making many
new connections within the Chilliwack Community.
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Hospice Film Series
January 17 - June 13, 2016 ~ 1pm

Join us once a month at Cottonwood 4 Cinemas and enjoy an afternoon
at the movies with Chilliwack Hospice Society. Check our website for dates and movie listings.

Hoedown for Hospice
Saturday, March 4

Yeehaw! Our sixth annual Hoedown promises to be a rip-roaring good time.
Live entertainment, great food, live and silent auctions. Tickets just $50. Hope to see you there!

14th Annual Gala
Saturday, September 16

New date. New location. Watch for details in the upcoming months
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Board Of Directors
Darlene Koller
President
Ken Hendsbee
Vice-President
Jeannine Walsh
Treasurer
Andrew Zacharias
Secretary
Jesse Dunning
Shawn Plummer
Ryan Huston
Vangie Armstrong
Directors

Donations made in honour and memory of loved
ones from October 2016 - January 2017
• Alan Carey
• Albert Raverat
• Anna Rozkowiec
• Beryl Bickley
• Betty Gast
• Bob Milligan
• Donna Wilson
• Elizabeth Tuytel
• Glen Hill

• Herman Warnke
• Joan Carl
• Joyce Hughes
• Julie Houlker
• M. Joan Carl
• Margaret D’Souza
• Marion Soutar
• Patrick Keane
• Richard Gill

• Roberta Tam
• Sam & Alicia Shum
• Terry Duck
• Velma Kouwenhoven
• William Edward
Jackson

Donations made in honour of
• Dr. Michael A. Scott

Sharon Gaetz
Honorary Board Member

Staff
Sue Attrill
Executive Director
Laurie McNaught
Fundraising & Promotions
Coordinator
Lucy Fraser
Director of Programs
Tammy Genzale
Business Adminstrator
Jennifer Dacre
Palliative & Bereavement Services
Sandy Parker
Events Coordinator/
Thrifty Boutique Manager
Stephanie Heinrich
Thrifty Boutique Coordinator/
Volunteer Events Administrator
Ian Kunitski
Communication & Design
Coordinator
Bonnie Yule
Susan Greenway
Thrifty Boutique
Assistant Coordinators

Thank You
• Everyone who generously donated
snacks and drinks for the Annual
Memorial Celebration.
• Gord Laughlin Construction for
making sure our driveway was plowed
and safe during our snow storms.
• Dale Seguin for shoveling our
sidewalk.
• Mel Melissen for replacing the
kitchen sink faucet.

Best Wishes
Dr. Ron Bull worked his last shift as
our palliative physician on January 2,
2017. Dr. Bull did not want any special
recognition but we wanted to wish him
all the best in his retirement. Thank
you, Dr. Bull. You will be missed!

Thank you to Promontory Lake
Estates for their generous donation.
Pictured with Chilliwack Hospice
Staff are Bob Nicol, Don Smith,
Sharon Pettigrew and David S.

We are also pleased to welcome Dr.
Chantal Chris as our new palliative
physician.

Advance Care Planning - Think About It. Talk About It. Plan It.
Find out more at www.advancecareplanning.ca

